
 

 1 

 

1190 Troy-Schenectady 
Road 
Latham, NY  12110 
518/608-8992 
Fax: 518/608-8993 
statelda@ldanys.org 
www.ldanys.org 
 
LDA Regional Affiliates: 
LDA of the Capital District 
(aka Wildwood Programs) 
2995 Curry Road Extension 
Schenectady, NY 12303 
 
LDA of Central New York 
722 West Manlius Street 
East Syracuse, NY 13057 
 
LDA of the Life & Learning 
Services 
339 East Avenue, 4th Floor 
Rochester, NY 14604 
 
LDA of Long Island 
44 South Elmwood Avenue 
Montauk, NY  11954 
 
LDA of the Mohawk Valley 
401 Columbia Street 
Utica, NY 13502 
 
LDA of New York City, Inc. 
27 West 20th Street,  
Room 303 
New York, NY 10011 
 
LDA of the Southern Tier 
112 Nanticoke Avenue 
Endicott, NY 13760 
 
LDA of Western New York 
2555 Elmwood Avenue 
Kenmore, NY 14217 
 
Chartered by the Board 
of Regents of the 
University of the State of 
New York as a Non-
Profit Corporation for 
Education, Medical, 
Social and Research 
Needs. 
 
An affiliate of LDA of 
America, Inc. 
 
 
 

LDA 
Learning Disabilities  
Association of New York State, Inc. 

MEMO IN OPPOSITION 
JUNE 5, 2009 

 
S.5636-Oppenheimer/A.8398-Nolan; Relates to special education programs and 

services and implementation of the federal individuals with disabilities 
education improvement act; repealer 

 
The Learning Disabilities Association of New York State opposes this legislation.  
 
We oppose reducing the statue of limitations for parentally placed private school 
admission to 180 days.   Parents need appropriate avenues of recourse for holding 
schools accountable for meeting the educational needs of their children with 
disabilities. This proposal would be a step back. In certain case, the action in need of 
remedy may not be readily apparent to parents within 6 months. We are concerned 
that without this appropriate and reasonable statute of limitations provisions, 
parent’s rights would be weakened and school districts would be less accountable. 
 
We oppose relaxing space planning requirements.  For students with disabilities to 
receive an appropriate education, they must have the appropriate space within the 
school facility.  For many children with disabilities, space requirements are a critical 
need.  Schools need to be held accountable on space requirements to assure the 
educational needs of special needs students are met, and that parents have an avenue 
of recourse for holding schools accountable. We are concerned that without 
appropriate space requirement plans, special needs children may find increased 
instances of inappropriate instructional space.  This includes common corridors, 
lunchrooms, auditoriums, etc.  
 
We oppose repeal of the requirement for written consent of the parent for a student 
with a disability for the initial provision of special education services during the 
months of July and August. We have stated before that this would not be necessary 
only if there is an assurance that extended school year programming be discussed as 
a normal part of CSE meetings, and be provided to eligible students. We do not 
support this provision without this assurance. 
 
Finally, we strongly oppose the process that brought these “mandate relief”/reduced 
accountability proposals to legislation.  The Education Department brought these 
proposals to the Legislature for introduction, well before the public comment period 
on these proposals had closed.  This blatant disregard for parents and other 
stakeholders is regrettable. This legislation is therefore not supportable. 
 
The Learning Disabilities Association of New York State opposes this legislation 
and urges that this bill be held in committee. 
 
  
 


